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Mr. W i l l i a m Franz
USEPA Federal Agency Coordinator
Environmental Review Branch 5ME12
230 S. Dearborne Street
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Franz:

On January 16, 1985 we discussed the presence of red water holding lagoons
at the Lewis Research Center, Plum Brook Station, Sandusky, Ohio. Prior to
NASA acquiring the Plum Brook Station, the property was owned by the US Array
and used as an ordnance manufacturing plant from 1941 through 1945. Two
retention basins were established to store red water derived in the manu-
facture of pentolite and other explosives. During late 1945 the manufactur-
ing facilities were decontaminated by the US Army.

By letter dated July 8, 1980 to Sandra S. Gardebring, Director, Enforcement
Division, USEPA, the Lewis Research Center reported the apparent nontoxic
and nonhazardous nature of the retention basins' contents. Vegetation grows
and aquatic life including fish, frogs, and waterfowl are present. Raccoon,
groundhog and deer drink from the basins.

As we discussed, and in accordance with your request, I am forwarding the
results of two analyses of the water and soil from the basins obtained in
1980 and 1984. Enclosed are the following documents:

1. Analytical report of sample obtained August 12, 1980 (internal documenta-
tion).

2. Letter to Quartermaster General's Office from Battelle Columbus Labora-
tories dated December 2, 1983.

3. Memorandum from Ohio Adjutant General's Department to Ohio EPA dated
January 4, 1984.
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CHEMICAL SERVICES
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