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The University of Toledo

Taolodo, Ohlo 43606-3390

College of Arts and Sclences
Depariment of Geology
(419) 537-2009

FAX (419) 537-4421

July 6, 1995

U.S. Army Corps of Engincers

Nashville District

Attention: Douglas Webb
MS: CEORN-ER-N

P.O. Box 1070

Nashville, TN  37202-1070

Doug,

Thunks for your time and help the other day concerning possible research that graduate students
from the University of Toledo may be conducting at the Plum Brook facility near Cleveland, Ohio. Our
interest lies in studying the remediation of the red water ponds and TN'T processing wastes found at that
facility, My experience has been in composting of hazardous wastes to determine half lives and
degradation products. As you mentioned, a big concern in TNT or other cxplosives remediation is the
identification of the degradation products and their toxicity.

Access to the facility will be limited to obtaining samples of suitable size. Only a few visits are
anticipated. All laberatory work will be conducted in ‘Toledo and not on location at Plum Brook. Of
course, if this research is successful, an on-site study may be requested in the future. At that time, T will
again request permission in writing. 1 understand thal every lime we expect to be on location, we will
confirm our plans in advance with Amy Bower or another representative of your (or their) choosing.

As with all Mastcr’s theses that we conduct in coordination with outside affiliations, the data we
obtain from your facility will be given to you and will not be published or otherwise distributed without
your written consont, We will not be evaluating the suitability of any of your operations or involved in any
decision-making concerning final disposition of these wastes. We arc solcly concerned with obtaining
useful and cducational Master’s theses.

Although I present this request formally and hope for your writlen permission to conduct this
rescarch, I look forward to a pleasant and informal working relationship with you and the Plum Brook
personnel, Thanks again for your time and consideration in his matter,

Sincerely,

Alison L.. Spongberg

Assistant Professor of
Environmental Geochemistry
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Environmental Restoration Division

M:s. Allison L. Spongberg

Assistant Professor of Environmental Geochemistry
College of Arts and Scicnces

Department of Geology

University of Toledo

Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390

Dear Ms. Spongberg:

We have received your letter dated July 6, 1995 concerning your request to conduct
sampling at the Plum Brook facility near Sandusky, Ohio. As you know, GSA and particularly
NASA, are the current property owners of this facility, and as such, will be the primary contacts
for conducting on-site studies and sampling. In all likelihood, NASA will require that you execute
some type of agreement with them prior o allowing you access to the site. Ms. Amy Bower of
NASA's Plumbrook Station is the point of contact for this mattcr.

The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ role on this site is to sample areas contaminated by
past DOD activities, and possibly to conduct future remedial actions. Future work by the Corps
at the Plum Brook facility is dependent upon availability of funds. Plum Brook Ordnance Works
is presently included in the Formerly Used Defense Sites' FY96 Workplan, but future funding is
not assured.

The Corps' primary concern is that your sampling not interfere with the work of the Corps
or our contractors during our site investigations and any remediation activity. Further, anyone
affiliated with the University of Toledo who comes on site should have the proper OSHA training,
and follow a site safety and health plan approved by both NASA and the Corps. In order to
coordinate your research activities with our ongoing activities at Plumbrook, we request that you
send a more detailed proposal which will tell us the cxtent and nature of the site activities that you
wish Lo conduct, the type of equipment which will be used, where these activitics will take place,
and the number of days you anticipate to be on-site as well as any other information which might
assist our review of your proposal. Please also know that you will be responsible for the proper
disposal of any samples that you remove from the site. The Corps may also request that the
University of Toledo exccute a hold-harmless agrecment with the Department of the Army prior
to allowing anyone on site.
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The Corps does realize that the typc of research that you are conducting may be beneficial
to the the Department of the Defense in future cleanups of TNT processing waste, and would like
to cooperate. We are interested in knowing which organization is funding your TNT processing
waste remediation projects, and ask that you include that information in your proposal. If you

have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Doug Webb at the above address or
by telephone at (615) 736-7122.

Sincerely,

Copy For: Amy Bower,
Bradley B. Hoot
Acting Chief, Environmental Restoration Division





