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MEETING MINUTES
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
PLUM BROOK ORDNANCE WORKS

September 10, 2009
 

 
Attendees 

 
Rick Meadows, USACE RAB Co-Chairperson Gil Steinen, RAB Member 
Lisa Humphreys, USACE Huntington Archie Lunsey, OEPA NWDO 
Lannae Long, USACE Nashville Paul Jayko, OEPA NWDO 
Mark Bohne, RAB Community Co-Chairperson Bob Lallier, NASA 
Richard Pitsinger, RAB Member Eric Dodrill, Erie County SWCD 
Gil Steinen, RAB Member Bill Lucht, Community Member 
Lee Yeckley, RAB Member Don Johnson, Community Member 
John Blakeman, RAB Member Steve Downey, Shaw Environmental 
Bob Hermes, RAB Member Mike Gunderson, Shaw Environmental 
Peg Kingsley, RAB Member Mary Mischler, Barnes Nursery 
Mike Parker, RAB Member Helen Owens, Stillwater Environmental 
David Speer, RAB Member  
 
Agenda 
The agenda for the meeting included the following topics: 

• Review of FY09 Accomplishments 
• RAB Membership 
• Open Topics 
• Meeting Schedule 

 
Introduction 
Mark Bohne, RAB Community Co-Chairperson introduced the visitors to the meeting, Mr. Don 
Johnson, a PBOW retiree and Mr. Bill Lucht who is developing a documentary of the families 
impacted by the former ordnance works facility.  Rick Meadows RAB USACE Co-Chairperson 
reviewed the agenda and explained the USACE fiscal year and associated dates.  
 
Review of FY09 Accomplishments 
 
Lisa Humphreys, USACE LRH provided the following updates/accomplishments: 
 
PBOW RAB Contract (Project 1810) – Currently contracted with Stillwater Environmental 
Services, Inc. to provide RAB support.  The period of performance is from April 2009 thru 
March 2010.  Services provided under this contract include preparation for Team and RAB 
Meetings, prepares meeting minutes, newspaper notices, quarterly fact sheets, annual FUDS 
Newsletter, poster sessions. Current status – completed Erie County Fair and scheduled for 
Poster session at Harvest Happenings Festival (sponsored by Erie MetroParks) in Huron, and 2 
future RAB Meetings. 
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TAPP Contract – The TAPP support services are provided by Dr. Julie Weatherington-Rice of 
Bennett and Williams.  The contract Period of Performance ended March 31, 2009, but was 
extended to September 30, 2009 since approximately $6000.00 remained on the contract. 
Funding was spent in July 2009 and final invoice was submitted and contract is in the process of 
being closed out. 
 
Project 1806 – This project is being closed out.  John Blakeman inquired if there would be a 
public notice on project closeouts. Ms. Humphreys advised the group there would be public 
notices on the project closeouts.   Ms. Humphreys is preparing the Explosives Safety Submission 
(ESS) Report using the updated format and will submit the report to Huntsville District for 
approval.   
 
Project 1811 – Additional Burn Grounds – USACE prepared PCO Report for this project which 
consisted of five burning grounds (Fox Road, Taylor Road, Snake Road, G-8, and an area 
designated as Additional Burning Grounds).   There is a verbal agreement with NASA (NASA 
has taken lead on clean-up in these burn grounds), but if that does not go through the project will 
be converted to a PRP project and dealt with accordingly.  Bob Lallier (NASA) stated that 
NASA is currently working on the 3 (Fox, Taylor and Snake Rds.) burning grounds and other 
disposal areas used by NASA.  NASA has completed a preliminary assessment on these sites and 
has submitted the report to NASA Headquarters.  The disposal grounds in the western area are 
on top of WWTP, and this is a priority area for NASA.  When the vegetation is gone in the fall, 
NASA plans to walk the area.  There are 2 disposal sites in this area, one of which is all concrete.  
The concrete will be removed and used as fill on NASA projects.  NASA will conduct sampling 
in the second area to determine if asbestos contamination is present.  NASA is targeting clean-up 
to be completed by end of FY2010.  Rick Meadows (USACE LRH) advised that there is the 
potential the G-8 and Additional Burning Grounds may be HTRW projects.  Currently, the Corps 
has not reviewed any records indicating that NASA used the areas.  Mr. Meadows also stated the 
PCO Report was revised to state USACE would evaluate the G-8 and Additional Burn Grounds 
further.  If it is determined there are any issues with either of the 2 sites, USACE may create an 
HTRW or PRP project, as appropriate.  Bob Lallier indicated that NASA did not use the G-8 or 
Additional Burn Grounds.  Paul Jayko (Ohio EPA) requested copies of signed PCO reports for 
Project 1811. 
 
Project 1820 - Ms. Humphreys reviewed the delineation work at PRRWP (Shaw detailed project 
in a subsequent presentation). 
 
Project 1826 – Groundwater LTM - USACE contracted with Stillwater Environmental Services, 
Inc. from April 1, 2009 through March 31, 2010 to conduct quarterly groundwater elevations, 
mowing, brush trimming, painting, and labeling wells.  The contractor currently maintains 92 
monitoring wells under the current SOW.  An additional 40 wells were installed in 2009 as part 
of new investigations.  The new wells will be included in the next LTM effort.  Two more field 
activities are scheduled (November 2009 and February 2010) and a well maintenance report due 
in March 2010.  Mark Bohne inquired about sampling the wells as part of the Long-Term 
Maintenance program.  Ms. Humphreys briefly reviewed the 5-year review process that includes 
groundwater sampling activities. 
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Lannae Long, USACE LRN provided the updates/accomplishments for the following projects: 
 
Reservoir No. 2 Burning Grounds – Comments on the draft Human Health and Ecological Risk 
Assessment have been received and the document is being finalized. 
 
Acid Areas 1, 2, and 3 – Comments have been received on the draft AA1 Risk Assessment Work 
Plan and have been addressed.  Document is being finalized.  Acid Areas 2 and 3 – USACE is 
evaluating need for further delineation of PCB contamination (PCB1260 and PCB 1254). 
 
Shaw Environmental provided the updates/accomplishments for the following field activities, 
future investigations and documents.  The presentation is provided as an attachment to these 
minutes. 

• Groundwater sampling (new investigations) 
• TNT Area B Sewer Line 
• Ash Pit No. 3 
• Pentolite Road Red Water Pond Delineation 
• Areas for Future Investigation 
• Future RI/FS Documents 

 
John Blakeman inquired as to what types of waste were disposed at the waste water treatment 
plants (WWTP).  Mike Gunderson stated mostly wash waters were discharged to the raw tank 
which flowed to the settling tank.  The solids were thickened then incinerated. 
 
Rick Meadows provided the updates/accomplishments for the following projects and the 
presentation is provided as an attachment to these minutes. 

• TNT Area B 
• TNT Area C 
• Special Events 

 
RAB Membership 

• Mark Bohne opened the floor for discussion of selecting/nominating individuals to 
become RAB members.   

• Mr. Bohne proposed Eric Dodrill as a RAB member. 
• There was discussion of Julie Weatherington-Rice and Ann Christy as potential RAB 

Members, but the guidance for selecting RAB members indicates individuals must be a 
member of the local community impacted by the remedial activity. 

• RAB Members were instructed to contact Mark Bohne of how they wish to proceed with 
the involvement of Bennett and Williams (Julie Weatherington-Rice, Ann Christy). 

• One RAB member discouraged using the RAB as a means to gain access into PBOW to 
conduct research work. 

• Rick Meadows reminded the group that all meetings are opened to the public and public 
participation is encouraged.  Participation in the RAB as “public” members will be done 
at the member’s expense. 

• Rick Meadows stated that if Dr. Weatherington-Rice and Dr. Christy participate on the 
RAB, it may be considered a conflict of interest if grant-funded projects are pursued. 

• Applications for RAB membership should be forwarded to Rick Meadows who will 
forward applications to the Commander. 
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Meeting Schedule 
A Public Meeting will be held on Monday November 30, 2009 to present the TNT Area A 
Proposed Plan.  This will initiate the 30-day public review period.  A PBOW RAB Meeting will 
follow the public meeting.  
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Project Status
Fieldwork Update

Mike Gunderson, PG
Shaw E&I 

US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

Knoxville, TN

September 10, 2009

Fieldwork Update

Groundwater sampling completed in May, 2009
► Data currently being evaluated
► Second round planned for October, 2009

TNTB Sewer Line 

BUILDING STRONG®

► Trenching completed in June, 2009
• Limited detection of nitroaromatics in soil samples

► Piezometers completed in August, 2009 
• Status of well installation dependent on groundwater data

Fieldwork Update
Ash Pit #3
► Sediment, surface water and soil sampling complete
► Sensitive habitat, evaluating alternatives to monitoring 

well installation

Pentolite Road Redwater Pond Delineation

BUILDING STRONG®

► Two phases of soil sampling completed
• Evaluating the need to collect additional pond samples to 

complete the delineation
• Encountered clay pipes on northern end of pond that appear 

to be an additional source of soil contamination

BUILDING STRONG®

TNTA Proposed Plan
Revised draft out to the full PBOW team for review on 
August 21, 2009
Comments are due by October 20, 2009 
Preferred alternative (No. 5) Excavation, Alkaline 
Hydrolysis, Windrow Composting, Chemical 
Stabilization and Off-Site Disposal/On-Site Placement

BUILDING STRONG®

Stabilization, and Off Site Disposal/On Site Placement
► Essentially the same alternative as was selected in the TNTC 

Decision Document
► Except that because a single area of PCB contamination was 

identified at a concentration exceeding 50 mg/kg, this material 
qualifies as Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) remediation 
waste and will have to be disposed of off-site at a TSCA 
treatment, storage and disposal facility (TSDF).

TNTA Path Forward
Once comments are received (October 20, 2009) on the 
draft PP, document will be updated to incorporate 
appropriate changes 
Public meeting will be scheduled to kick-off the 30-day 
public comment period

BUILDING STRONG®

p p
Public comments and responses will be incorporated into 
the Responsiveness Summary of the Decision 
Document
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Areas Not Under Investigation / 
Potential Data Gaps
Steve Downey, PE, PMP
Project Manager, Shaw E&I 

Knoxville, TN

September 10, 2009

US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG® BUILDING STRONG®

Areas for Future Investigation
Waste Water Treatment Plant #2 (WWTP2)
TNTC to WWTP2 Sewer Line 
Sewer Lines between WWTP1, WWTP2, and 
WWTP3

BUILDING STRONG®

Further Delineation of TNTA to WWTP1 Sewer 
Line
Further Delineation (trace) of Sewer Lines North 
of PRRWP Area

Future RI/FS Documents
The following sites are currently scoped and funded 
through the BHHRA and SLERA: 
► WWTP1
► WWTP3
► AP1
► AP2
► AP3

BUILDING STRONG®

► AP3
► Locomotive Bldg. Area
► Acid Area 1

Any of these areas that exhibit an unacceptable risk to 
human health or the environment will require an FS, PP, 
and DD
As a minimum, a NFA PP and DD will be required to 
close these sites out
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Poster Sessions and Technical 
Presentations
Steve Downey, PE, PMP
Project Manager, Shaw E&I 

Knoxville, TN

September 10, 2009

US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

Treatability Studies
Abstracts were submitted for the Battelle Bioremediation 
Symposium and NDIA Environment, Energy & Sustainability 
Symposium (E2S2)
► PBOW Alkaline-Hydrolysis Treatability Study
► WVOW Enhanced In-Situ Bioremediation Treatability Study 

Abstracts were accepted for both topics for both conferences

BUILDING STRONG®

Abstracts were accepted for both topics for both conferences
► Both studies were presented at Battelle as a Poster Session May 2009
► Both were presented at the NDIA E2S2 as formal podium presentations

Subsequently, both studies were presented at the USACE Louisville 
District Office during a lunch-time brown bag session in June 2009

Copies of both presentations are available for anyone interested

Future Presentation

Field Sampling for Site Characterization: 
Lessons Learned
►Associated with ongoing investigation at 

PRRWP

BUILDING STRONG®

PRRWP
Abstract was submitted and accepted for 
presentation at  the 2010 North American 
Environmental Field Conference
January 12-15, 2010, Tampa, FL



10/12/2009

1

PBOW RAB MEETING
10 September 2009

US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

TNT Area B

Final Decision Document sent to Louisville 
District Commander for Approval
No Action Decision Document
N t i d d i bli

BUILDING STRONG®

No comments received during public 
comment period
Schedule is to have approved by 30 Sept 
09.

TNT Area C

Final Decision Document forwarded to 
HQUSACE for approval thru Louisville 
District and Division Office
Remedial Action Contract Award

BUILDING STRONG®

Remedial Action Contract Award 
scheduled for 1st Quarter FY 10

Special Events
Erie County Fair - Helen
Harvest Happenings - Helen
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
– Summer Field Supervisor’s School (27-28 July 09)
EPA Community Involvement Conference

BUILDING STRONG®

EPA Community Involvement Conference
Annual Division eCoP Meeting
Treatability Presentations – Steve
► Energy and Environment Sustainability Symposium
► Brown Bag Luncheon at Louisville District

RAB Membership
Purpose: Opportunity for Stakeholder Involvement in Environmental 
Restoration Process
Stakeholders are those parties that may be affected by restoration 
activities
Community Representation should live and /or work in the affected 
community or be affected by the restoration program
Community members shall be well balanced and reflect the diverse

BUILDING STRONG®

Community members shall be well balanced and reflect the diverse 
interests within the local community
Public Participants shall include anyone else who may want to 
attend the RAB meetings, including those who may not live or work  
in the affected community

Public Meetings
Tentative Date for TNT A Proposed Plan Public 
Meeting 
► Schedule: Nov 09

Tentative Date for Groundwater Proposed Plan 

BUILDING STRONG®

p
Public Meeting
► Schedule: Nov 09

Next RAB Meeting
► Schedule: 1st Quarter of FY 10




