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Dear Ms. Ingram:

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Division of Emergency and
Remedial Response (DERR), has reviewed the “Draft Site Characterization Report,
Remedial Investigation, Part 1, at Acid Area 2 & 3" document. This document was
submitted to the Ohio EPA by Jacobs Engineering (Jacobs) on behalf of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers on August 10, 2005, for review and comments.

The Ohio EPA, has completed its review and is providing the following comments:

1- Jacobs states in Section 5.2.2, page 5-3, third paragraph of the August 2005,
Acid Areas 2 and 3 Draft Site Characterization Report (report) that several
constituents of concern (COCs) were detected in some bedrock wells at the two
Acid Areas at concentrations above background values for organics and
inorganics. At the current time, Ohio EPA is unaware of any established
background concentrations for any inorganic or organic COC at NPBS. If
background concentrations have been established by Jacobs in support of the
sitewide ground water investigation (GWI), then they should be submitted to
Ohio EPA for review and concurrence. The last document Ohio EPA reviewed
concerning the development of background concentrations for the bedrock
saturated zone is the Jacobs’ October 19, 2004, document entitled, ‘Background
Monitoring Well Selection For the Phase || Groundwater Remedial Investigation’.
Ohio EPA commented that the agency will anticipate a future submittal which
contains background bedrock ground water concentrations, corresponding
calculations with supporting documentation, and a more detailed approach as to
how the evaluations will be used to characterize ground water quality upgradient
and downgradient of the NPBS in support of the sitewide GWI.
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Jacobs proposes in Section 7.5, page 7-5 of the report to abandon bedrock
monitoring well AA3-BEDGW-004 at Acid Area 3. The well was completed to a
depth of 75.5 feet bls with an open borehole intake. During installation of the
well, no significant ground water was encountered for monitoring purposes. Due
to the fact that the well was neither surveyed nor developed and to date, has not
provided adequate amounts of ground water for sampling, Ohio EPA concurs
that this well should be properly abandoned.

The five temporary piezometers installed at each acid area have been properly
abandoned by Jacobs.

Ensure that the Region 9 PRGs are adjusted by 1/10th for the noncarcinogenic
chemicals when screening. (Note: See attached Technical Compendium
Document for more information.)

Ohio EPA recommends evaluating ecological risks, especially since PCBs are
one of the main contaminants detected at this AOC and are considered to be
persisitent, bioaccumulative and toxic. Note: Please reference the “Ecological
Risk Assessment” Draft Guidance Document dated March 14, 2001.

Please specify the source of the background data set for soil. Are these Plum
Brook specific background levels? Are these site-wide background values or
AOC specific background values? Please provide a reference or citation
directing readers to these background values and the details of how they were
determined.

Tables 4-1 to 4-25: Please add the appropriate footnotes to the tables to define
such things as “j” qualifier; “N1" and to indicate the source of the soil background
values.

Section 7.5, Recommendations, second bullet - The Ohio EPA, DERR would
prefer that the former waste water treatment plant be separated from the Acid
Area 3 project and investigated as a new site investigation.

The Ohio EPA, DERR, concurs with the remainder of the recommendations
presented in Section 7.5 of this document. Furthermore, Ohio EPA recommends
that extent of contamination in soil and sediment be fully defined prior to
conducting the baseline risk assessment.

Please review the above comments and incorporate them into your Remedial
Investigations of the Acid Areas 2 & 3. You may submit a revised document that
addresses Ohio EPA’s concerns, or you may submit revised pages that can be inserted
into this document.
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If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact me at (419) 373-3147.

Sincerely,

! - - A
By Tl

Ron Nabors

Environmental Specialist Il

Division of Emergency and Remedial Response
Northwest District Office
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John Weaver, DDAGW/NWDO





