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Date: January 21, 2005
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Rick Meadows
Huntington District
502 Eighth Street
Huntington WV 25701-2070

Enclosed you will find two trail reroute projects on the Cheat/Potomac Ranger District of the
Monongahela National Forest. One of the reroute projects is the Raven Ridge Trail located in
the Dolly Sods North area and the second is the North Fork Mountain Trail located near the High
Knob area.

The Forest Service would like your comments on the proposed trail reroutes. If you need
additional maps of these particular areas, they are available upon request. Please provide any
comments you may have by February 28, 2005. Send your comments by letter or email to:
Edward Lang, Monongahela National Forest, HC 59 Box 240, Petersburg, WV 26847,
elang@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

LY

JEFFERY J. I
District Ranger

Encl: North Fork Mountain Trail Comments Request w/map
Raven Ridge Trail Comments Request w/map

Cc: Stephanie Connolly, Barry Edgerton, Mike Owen, John Calabrese, Dan Arling, Don Palmer
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Comments Requested
(Raven Ridge Trail—Dolly Sods North)

The Forest Service is proposing to reroute approximately one half mile of Raven Ridge
Trail #521 in the Dolly Sods North area in order to move the existing trail currently on
private property onto Forest Service property. This section of trail is located in Tucker
County in the northwest section of Dolly Sods North near Rocky Ridge Trail #524.

The use of chainsaws will be needed to remove branches from some spruce trees and
there may be some spruce trees less than five inches in diameter that would be removed
as well. There will be 2 minimal amount of soil disturbance for tread work and
establishment of the trail will be primarily through the trimming and removal of spruce
and through use of the trail. The Forest Service will begin work on the project as early as
Spring 2005.

The Forest Service’s wildlife biologist met with the senior endangered species biologist
from the Fish and Wildlife Service to discuss possible impacts the trail reroute could have
on the habitat of the West Virginia Northern Flying Squirrel. After inspecting the site,
F&WS determined that this reroute poses no threat to the West Virginia Northern Flying
Squirrel habitat. This activity appears to be categorically excluded from documentation
in an EIS or EA under Category 31.2(1), Construction and reconstruction of trails.
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Comments Requested
(North Fork Mountain Trail)

The Forest Service is proposing to reroute a 300 yard section of the North Fork Mountain
Trail located in Pendleton County near High Knob. Rare and endangered plant species
are known to exist along this portion of the trail. The trail would be relocated west of its
existing location (see map) which would eliminate impacts to these plant species by trail
users. The trail relocation work will be completed by Fall of 2005. Hand tools and
chainsaws will be used to accomplish this work.
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