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ATTENTION OF"

CEHND-PM-OT (210-20b) 1 November 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District, Huntington
ATTN: CEORH-DL-M (Wayne Budrus), 502 8th Street
Huntington, WV 25701-2070

SUBJECT: Initiation of Ordnance Remediation Activities at the
Former West Virginia Manuever Range (Dolly Sods) West Virginia,
Project G03WV001304

1. References:

a. U.S. Forest Service letter (2320) from Ms. Nancy Feakes,
8 September 1994, subject: Request for Onsite Meeting on this
Project.

b. Phone conversation between Ms. Lynn Frow, CEHND Project
Manager and Mr. Wayne Budrus, CEORH-DL-M, 20 October 1994,
subject: Ms. Feakes Request for Meeting.

2. Subject project is in the fiscal year 1995 work plan for
ordnance remediation as well as additional engineering studies.
The purpose of this memorandum is to initiate activities on this
project. Per subject phone conversation between Ms. Frow and
Mr. Budrus, CEHND personnel will plan to attend an on-site
meeting at the Dolly Sods Wilderness area on 6 December 1994 with
a second meeting at the offices of the Forest Service in Elkins
on 7 December 1994.

3. A Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) was
completed by Metcalf and Eddy in 1991. CEHND will present
recommendations at the onsite meeting based on the RI/FS
prepared.

4. A draft schedule is enclosed for your review along with the
Inventory Project Report (INPR).
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CEHND-PM-OT (210-20b) 1 November 1994
SUBJECT: Initiation of Ordnance Remediation Activities at the
Former West Virginia Manuever Range (Dolly Sods) West Virginia,
Project G03WV001304

5. If you have questions, please contact Lynn Frow at commercial
205-955-1457 or DSN 645-1457.

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS
AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT:

2 Ends / LAWSON S. LEE, P.E.
Chief, Ordnance and Technical
Programs

w

CF:
Commander, U.S. Army Engineer Division, Ohio River,
ATTN: CEORD-DL-MS (Wayne Mello), P.O. Box 1159, Cincinnati, OH
45201-1159

Commander, HQUSACE, ATTN: CEMP-RF (Jim Coppola), 20
Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20314-1000



U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers
Hunttvlllfl Division

INITIAL DRAFT
SCHEDULE FOR WEST VIRGINIA MANUEVER

AREA, (DOLLY SODS), WEST VIRGINIA
ORDNANCE REMEDIATION

Activity Name

SITE VISIT TO REINITATE ACTIVITIES
AWARD EE/CA-2 DELIVERY ORDER FOR
AREA NOT COVERED IN PREVIOUS RIFS
PUBLIC REVIEW OF ORIGINAL EE/CA-1
ACTION MEMORANDUM
AWARD D.O. FOR REMOVAL ACTION
REMOVAL ACTION
DRAFT EE/CA-2 FOR ADDITIONAL AREA
PUBLIC REVIEW OF EE/CA-2
ACTION MEMORANDUM
REMOVAL ACTION PHASE 2
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12/5/94
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REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DIVISION. OHIO RIVER

CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. O. BOX 1159

CINCINNATI. OHIO 45201-1159

CEORD-DL-MS (200-lc)
':; - 7 I9S2

MEMORANDUM FOR HQUSACE (CEMP-RF/Chu), 20 Mass. Ave., NW, Washington, DC
20314-1000

SUBJECT: DERP-FUDS Inventory Project Report (INPR) for Site No. G03WV006500, West
Virginia Maneuver Area (which includes the Dolly Sods Wilderness Area), Davis, West Virginia

I am forwarding a revised Findings and Determination of Eligibility (FDE) for the subject INPR
(End 1) to replace the original 21 May 1990 FDE (End 2). The FDE was revised to address
Blackbird Knob as requested by End 3.

End
Brigadier General, U.S. Army
Commanding



DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM
FOR

FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES
FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

West Virginia Maneuver Area

North Central West Virginia

Site No. G03WV006500

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The West Virginia Maneuver Area was an extremely large area
in North Central West Virginia used by the Department of the Army
for mountain training and maneuvering. The remaining records are
skimpy, at best. It is not at all certain that good documen-
tation ever existed for the land acquisitions that took place
during the heat of the national emergency, World War II. There
is work recommended for this project, and hazardous conditions
are present. We shall endeavor to do the best we can with what
we have, but it must be understood from the outset that little
documentation for this project remains. The maneuver area
consisted of a total of 2,180,3 67 acres of land. Of this 350,531
acres were public lands of which more will be said later; 48,067
acres were leased, and 1,781,769 acres were so-called lesser
interests. According to warning order notice dated 26 March
1945, these lesser interests were covered by "trespass
agreements." Apparently, the owners and Army agreed, given the
contemporaneous emergency/ that Army would shoot first and pay
later. There are no records surviving that describe the trespass
agreements or the area they covered. From the writer's extensive
knowledge of World War II land acquisition procedures, it can be
safely surmised that there is no information of record in any of
the local courthouses as to this project.

Fortunately, better documentation remains for the public
lands and leased lands. The public lands were all permitted to
the Secretary of War by Department of Agriculture, all being a
part (and"virtually all of) the Monongahela National Forest. By
letter dated 4 August 1943, 341,266 acres of Monongahela National
Forest in Preston, Grant, Randolph, Tucker, and Pendleton coun-
ties, West Virginia is so permitted. By letter dated November
10, 1943, an additional 9,265 acres is said to be permitted, but
from that should be subtracted 114.63 acres which was excepted by
attached map (which did not survive the audit pruning of the
files), leaving a true acreage of 9,150.37, or a total of
3 50,416.37 acres of land under permit from the Department of
Agriculture. Additionally 65 tracts totalling 48,557 acres and
one license from Western Maryland Railroad Company for a steam
line were acquired by purchase and condemnation during World War
11. Most of the lands where work is recommended are those
covered by the permits from Department of Agriculture. The



remainder is an area called Blackbird Knob. Blackbird Knob is
included in the leased lands then designated as Tracts Nos. A-
76A: 17,515.54 acres/ A-76B: 2107.74 acres; and A-76C: 3512
acres, all of which were leased 6 August 1943 from The West
Virginia Central and Pittsburg [sic] Railroad Company and The
Davis Coal & Coke Company. The Lease No. was W3 3-017, ENG 14 03.
Blackbird Knob, a target area, was included in these lands, and
work is recommended for that area.

2. Just as the acquisition of these lands was rapid, and no
actual legal description of the lands acquired survives (perhaps
because there never was one due to unavailability of manpower or
time), so was the disposal process unusual. Apparently, a
warning order issued for the entire facility, dated 26 March
1945, stating that on 19 March 1945 the entire 2,180,367 acre
facility was declared surplus (350,531 acres public lands,
1,781,769 acres "lesser interests," and 48,067 acres leased.
However, a subsequent warning order dated 10 August 1945 withdrew
the entire facility from surplus. As a Second Endorsement from
the Louisville District Engineer to OCE through ORD dated 18 July
1950 notes, a 21 April 1945 letter from office for Emergency
Management, Office of Scientific Research and Development,
Washington DC (hereinafter OEM-SRD) requested OCE issue a permit
for OEM-SRD or its agencies or contractors to test fire rockets
and projectiles. The Louisville endorsement indicates no further
information was available as to whether such a permit was issued.
Thereupon, in the normal process, on 10 August 1950, OCE relin-
quished the land by letter back to Department of Agriculture.
What OCE, and apparently Louisville District, were not aware of
was that such a permit had been issued and a copy is hereto
attached. Apparently the permit expired by its own items either
prior to or simultaneously with Army's relinquishment of the land
back to Department of Agriculture. Also, of interest, and
perhaps importance, attached is a copy of a 27 June 1945 letter
from OCE to ORD advising that these lands must be decontaminated
before disposal and that must done even if decontamination costs
exceed costs of acquiring the land in fee. Most of the work to
be done is located on the lands permitted to Secretary of War by
the Department of Agriculture and remain under the ownership of
the Department of Agriculture. The leases from the railroad,
Tracts Nos. A-76A, A-76B, and A-76C were terminated on 28
February i946. The Blackbird Knob area is now owned by The
Nature Conservancy, which acquired it, less certain mineral
interests not here pertinent, as a 3701.1 acre tract on 25 July
1991 for $3,000,000. Western Pocahontas Properties Limited
Partnership, successor to West Central and Pittsburg [sic]
Railroad Company, still owns some of the surrounding lands, but
The Nature Conservancy is in the process of acquiring those
interests, for eventual consolidation into the Monongahela
National Forest. An exact plat of The Nature Conservancy's
current holdings is found on Plat Cabinet 1, Slide 189, Tucker
County, West Virginia, Clerk of the County Commission's records.



DETERMINATION

Based on the foregoing findings of fact, the site has been
determined to be formerly used by DOD. It is, therefore, eligible
for the Defense Environmental Restoration Program - Formerly Used
Defense Sites established under 10 USC 2701 et seq.

Date ALBERT J. ^EJfETTI, Jr. ̂ -
Brigadier General, U.S. Army
Commanding
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CEHND-PM-OT (415-lOf)

S: 25 June 1991

30 May 1991

MEMORANDUM FOR Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District,
Huntington, ATTN: CEORH-ED (Frank Albert),
502 8th Street, Huntington, WV 25701-2070

SUBJECT: Defense Environmental Restoration Program - Formerly
Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS); Project No. G03WV006500;
Inventory Project Report for the Former West Virginia Maneuver
Area, Davis, WV

1. Reference memorandum, CEHND-PM-OT, 11 April 1991, subject:
Defense Environmental Restoration Program - Formerly Used Defense
Sites (DERP-FUDS); Project No. G03WV006500; Right-of-Entry for
Ordnance Feasibility Study (FS) at the Former West Virginia
Maneuver Area, Davis, WV.

2. The referenced memorandum informed you that a contract to
perform a feasibility study at the subject site had been awarded.
During the contractor's site visit and as a result of interviews
with Department of Agriculture (DOA) Forest Service personnel,
the contractor has determined that the site with the most
potential for ordnance contamination is not covered by the
subject INPR. The INPR only covered property owned and operated
by DOA as the Dolly Sods Wilderness and Scenic Area. The site
with the most potential for ordnance contamination is Blackbird
Knob which is located about 2 miles west of Red Creek Campground
and on private property. Blackbird Knob was used as a target for
mortar and artillery fire.

3. Request you revise the INPR to include the property
encompassing Blackbird Knob and determine DERP-FUDS eligibility.
Request the revised INPR be provided to us by 25 June 1991 so
that the on-going contract can be modified to cover the new
property^with minimum cost impacts.



CEHND-PM-OT (415-10f)
SUBJECT: Defense Environmental Restoration Program - Formerly-
Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS); Project No. G03WV006500;
Inventory Project Report for the Former West Virginia Maneuver
Area, Davis, WV

4. Your point of contact is Mr. Walt Perro, 205-955-5142 or DSN
645-5142.

FOR THE DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS
AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT:

JAREL P. STARLING
Chief, Ordnance and Technical
Programs Division

CF:
Commander, HQUSACE, ATTN: CEMP-RF (Jim Coppola),
/ 20 Massachusetts Avenue, NW. Washington, DC 20314-1000

X&ommander, U.S. Army Engineer Division, Ohio River, ATTN: CEORD-
DL-M (Mello), P. 0. Box 1159, Cincinnati, OH 45201-1159
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