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August 21, 1995

Mr. A. B. Borda, Jr.

U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineers
Huntington District

502 Eighth Street

Huntington, WV 25701-2070

Dear Mr. Borda:

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources (WVDNR) has reviewed the draft
environmental assessment, Qrdnance Removal at the Dolly Sods Wildemess. The WVDNR offers

the following comments and suggestions.

1. Page 5-19, Table 5-4 -- The public use study was conducted in September. Hunting, pre-
season scouting, etc. were not recognized as imnportant activities because they do not usually
begin in earnest until October. A six-month ordnance removal project could result in
excessive displacement or disturbance of hunters (as well as other users), particularly if the
activity is conducted during deer bow and gun seasons or bear gun season.

2. Page 1-8, Table 1-2, Public Safety — The statement “... most users stay on trails and in
campsite areas ...” may be true for hikers and backpackers, but this is not true for hunters.
Hunters generally use roads and trails for access, but rarely hunt along trails.

3. Page 1-1 — Purpose of Project: Referring to the statement, “Unexploded munitions present
an imminent and present danger to the public welfare,” it seems that hikers and backpackers
are the primary consideration since only trails and campsites are being searched. Most of the
area to be searched falls outside the practice range areas. Some areas bordering the
wildemess (e.g., NW of Forest Road 80 and new land purchases north of the wilderness) will
not be searched.
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B. Borda, Jr.

August 18, 1995

A Forest Service special use application is pending for at least one target area near
the Timberline ski area. To ensure public safety, an ordnance secarch should be completed
on these lands as part of the special use permit evaluation.

The Forest Service should consider searching the recently purchased lands north of
the wildemness area as part of this project because it will likely require searching in the near
future. This will reduce the total amount of time the entire area is disturbed.

Pagé 4-5-- Evety effort should be made to complete the search as quickly as possible. Trail
and area closures could severely impact hunting recreation if the project is conducted
between October 1and December 31.

Page 6-2] —~ It is stated here that areas up to 4000 feet from a detonation site may be closed.
While not clearly stated, it is assumed that this closure will be in effect from the time of
discovery of the unexploded ordnance until completion of the detonation process. Should
the unexploded ordnance be discovered in Cheat Mountain salamander habitat and a rain
event does not occur for several days, large areas could be closed for an indeterrninant length
of time. The WVDNR concurs with measures proposed to protect the salamander, but
contends that closure of a 4000 foot radius from the unexploded ordnance is excessive. In
cases where closure is required until conditions are suitable to survey for salamanders, a
reduced closure area should be considered.

Sincerely,

%ow. &M\/

James W. Rawson
Supervisor, Coordination
Wildlife Resources Section



