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for tomorrow has been modified, because I'm flying rather than driving. My back
't lake the drive, and since I can't afford a chauffeur,! plan to fry into Chadestonl I will notshoulders

arrive in Hunjongton until 9J45am, and have a meeting with Ben and Co. at 1
9am meeting ito later in the'afternoon? I am particularly interested iii discussinj
projea with: joui I have gotten a couple of "heads up" calls from members of tike environmental
community t lat motorized vehicles in DSN won't fry with them. In-fact, it ma} be a lightening od far a

Canwereanangeour
g some aspects a the DSN

activist

wilderness designation movement. (They've heard about plans from FS sources.) Also, I
memo from ! jteve Hollentiarst regarding his concerns related both to vehicle inaccfsihili
impactsj. Gra aon mentionJBd thej same issues in a telecon. Does it make sense for us to meet wita" the
project engis ccroit Wednesday {to discuss whether we should drop the motorized vehicle plans? HI check
in with you a s soon as I get to Huntingdon to find out what is convenient for you.

Thanks, Nan ry . i j

I have a UadMd a
lityandidverse

I !

• !
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Here are my
, group of studen
this area, and
years with the

i studying how pebpl
they will like!

Page 1-2. Iiasbume the jBiliackbird Knob location was chosen because it was a
logical target.
were the following areas not included?

- The peaks j
Breathed Mountain, Cabin Mountain, and the Bear Rocks high areja?

i
- The area juit north |of

(areas that absorb a good
- A buffer

fork, Right For!
of these creeks
the greatest concentration!

z4>ne alongj bath sides of the major forks of Red
:, Alder jRun). In the absence of a trail systekn
have becjome primary travel routes, and are the

Page 1-4. Sine
area, I can't
this system of
impact areas, o
improvement - g
currently irapas
bypasses. Use
fragile soils
more accessible
to the west ove:
actually less
equipment was
is more than|2.

see

thinkI therefore
area should be
the environment,
challenge the F

more
The adverse imp
There is much
map) and the us<\
compares to the

!Page 1-6. The
I wetlands is not

\ I Write them while camped along the lef;t fork with a
s. My|reaction are based on 12 years of taking groups to
he travel patterns I have seen develop over tfce past few
peningjof {the area. We are spending! much of cur time
le move through the area, where they concentrate, and how
respond tlo the proposed action. j

'.Billej
But later! on you mention many other! target areas. Why
g areas not included? ' ;

! •

ined to thje north of Blackbird Knob, j the North
j

the Red Creek Campground and the Re
bit of use from wandering automobile!

6QJA4
the Red Creek Campground and the Rei Creek trail

d !

of visitors can be found camping.

:reek (Left
, the banks
places where

a management perscription has not been developed, for the
how use iof motorized vehicles is legal. In Addition,

; roads that are referred to are usually no more
ten though] wetlands or on steep slopes ("road"

ravel, b'aillast, etc.). Many of1 theseicorridors
: able wjjtjhojut brush and tree cutting or creation of
f these jarjeas will cause significant! damage to

and plant communities. Also, since the area is
because of the road to the east and the TimberLine access
cabin jmbuntain, the need for motorized equipment is

than in thie Wilderness Area, where steep climbs *ith heavy
r< quiredj i There is no location in thejBolly Sods North that

miles 'from road access of equal or higher eleyation.

end of

campers)

bhan eroded
implies
are

the already
jalready much

the same "minimum tool" techniques!used in the Wilderness
raployed here in this alternative. If I think Bo, I'm sure
1 community will come up with the same conclusion and
rest Service.

cts are not exactly the same as for the Wilderness Area.
wetllajndj here (much more than indicated by- trie enclosed

of motoiribed vehicles through these I areas in no way
searches- dbne by foot crews. '• j

ilffect df the motorized vehicles on the fragile! slopes and
|mention;ed here. Also not mentioned isj the affect of
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motorizea users on oacKCOuntry visitors,

Page 2-3. Again, if Cabin Mountain and Breathed Mountain (the! parts north
of the Wilderness) were targets, why aren't they being sweepecj?

1 2-7. The fifst
Wltht the excep

I | throughout the
Additional areas

;paragraph [understates the extent of wetlands
Lion of|ridge tops, wetland communities can be
irea, even ion the saddles between thejBlackbird

have i been created by beavers, eveni on forestjed

2-9. Somewhere
i management phi
being manager*

-1 in this section, reference should bejmade to
1 !>sbphy/direction being used in the Dolly Sods
-1 6.2? 6.17! Wilderness? or something else?as

3-3. I believe
damage to trail|
saturated soils
here without

5.-15.

5-16. I wouldn

in

the current
North, j Is is

concernthat the mitigation plan for the issue of
is totally inadequate. Sitting here looking
I can|4 imagine how motorized equipment is

massive damage. I
gcing

creating

Associate, not Assistant Professor.

t, go so far as to say that the Bear Rocks area
least-used entry point \ A1 visit during Blueberry season will
fact that hundreds, ifjnot thousands of day use visitors wander
area from the r<aad to pick berries. In addition/ more and mr
trips are starting in this area in order to complete! a north
through the Dolly sods[North and Wilderness Area. Also, it

j be mentioned: th.it a growing number of mountain bikers are
area, usually rom Canaan valley across to the Scenic! Area and

5-17. The iiifopaiation j frdm our study will probably £>e okay,
statement sayimj "With(the exception of the Day use visitors
Bear rocks and pie Red Crejeek Campground, visitors to Dolly
probably quite similar'to !Doly Sods Wilderness. !

5-29. While|I probably agree with the estimate that: there are
approximately 51(000-7,000lannual visitation to the airea, it should
stated that thi;s is a edraplete guess by the Forest Service and
no objective], npliableidatia (try to say that tactfully!). A
clear if this i;5 number of visits, number of visitor: days (a
12 hours) orj soipejthingjelsje. Asking this question will make
since you are asking fir a very specific variable descriptor

very fuzz;r number.: !very,

6-5. (last paragraph) |Agajin, since motorized vehicles will be
fragile, eroded corridors,! I don't think you can conclude that
will be: similar' ' '

6-7. (6.2:1.1.)
railroad beds

I
6-7 to 6-10.j
vehicles were

2-

Also

the area,
found:
Knob Peaks!)

hillsides.

number 3,
at these

to get in

is the
confirm the

into the
backpacking
south trip

probably
the

back.

mote
to
stould

frequenting

with an Intro
entering from
Sods North are

be
isi based on
Itis not

vjisitof day is
them squirm
to attach to a

used on
the impacts

,1Again] becuase of the condition of these old iroads
jignifieantj cutting of vegetation will be necessary.

Tliis discussjion would be much iaformedj if the motorized
iiicludediln [the botanical impacts. Frankly, I ajn awch more
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concerned witn jtnis trarixc m a n witn tne rej.ativeiyj smaix numoer oi noxes
dug and areas detonated. I ! I

6.22. Again, same comment! for this table.

6-26 (6.3.1.3) .ij I could agree with this statement if it werer
motorzled equipment issues|. What routes are they going to us€
Blackbird Knob?
and a crossing

6-33 (6.4.1.3),

, The Blackbird Knob Trail? A jeep track off qabin Mountain
pf the 4ret bottoms? I just can't see it.

' i I
{This statement is not logical. There is no budget fortrail maintenance! as it is. To say there costs will]double i£ therefore

inconsequential! j Also; the location of the old jeep) trails ard railroad
grades aren't npcbssarlly jthe best places to put future trails. Usually
they sort of | fa<ke! out, don't really go anywhere, and I are poorly designed
for wilderness trail standards. The areas where future trails
go will therefore! haveitojbe sweeped anyway. Also, why would
needed under! this; alternative but not others. I imagine that
alternative,j if ah ordinance is found, the area willfbel closed until the
orinance is detonated or removed.

6-34. Hmmm. Is jthis alternative (closing of the area) really
outcome of this

of the 2,000; plijis: fedeiral
has unfolded!.

alternative. I think a much more likely scenario is that
more information/interpretation of the dangers will occur. I

't for the
to get in to

would likely
signs be
under:any

a realistic

know of none
protected areas where such] an extreme scenario

6-35. (Nancy, between<you and me, I think this "insidious risk" will be
virtually just &s: high!after the action as before.) !s> I |: i ' i
Steve Hollenhorstj \ . j }
Associate Professor i |
West Virginia University, Division of Forestry
I P.O. Box 612^ - | I !
| Morgantown, WV 26506-6125
Phone: 304-293- 721 X2441 I FAX: 304-293-2441

Visit the WVU Recreation, iParks and Tourism Management Homepage at
<http: / /www. caf | wyu. edik/ f ox /pandr /rptmpage. htm> j
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Readers
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R e t u r n - P a t h : j s j
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jTiym.wvhet.edu
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