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I an irritinff i s raepeoaa to the questions you ailnd *bout Uis Dolly
irildexaass Ordoaoc* fteasv«2 sxajaefc in your Jtm* l letter.

Soda

We did not eoadset a feroal aaalyaie of the ispscta ;frm the work pexferaed ia
che 1931 Veaelbility Stony. TUara ware Minor inpecta- aad disturbances to the
vagccatioc asd soils obssrved is 1991, aad n : i n la C M process of
photographing scaa of tbose diacuxbaaee areas thia week. Bbnica Csllioa aad
Jill aTioflBiaiBur. tvo of our forestry eee&eicia&a who hare vorfced ia ebe Solly
Sods area, observed several mortars beiag e r o d e d irj tbe 1991 study aad siaca.
They reported that, for the Boat part, toe orosaaca was aovad to reeky areas
with little vegetation before it was aapToded aad that the anviZOQBBOtSl dsosfie
occurriag was 'aegligible1 • ia seas cases hardly aotieeable. in ae least cae

ies whan the partially capoaed ordeanca vaa datoaatad ia place, (with
i sad eeves bsiag placed en top of it), tea raavltiag 1 - 1 1/3

foot-deep bole wae filled with reeks sad soil* and plant litter vaa placed oc.
cop of It so that ic was less noticeable.

Ia «asy of the areas where the digglag of Metal will take place, cae eeil
iss dlatuzfaed sad/or i rrn 11 \rm+i1l by exslosless OC ordaaaoe darxaff the
exercises flxty yoars ago. JuKilrtcinsi dlseurbaaco by aiggiag ee

idasrixy and »eo*«r cae mmtmX objects loeassd dariag jthis operatiea will not be
significant:, is steps ere taken to pxaveac erosioa sad protect aesthetic
value*. This pxojact will disturb wall «sder 1 ywnjaat of CBe aereage is the
Vilderasee. jf"

ve did nor observe or hear any reports of changes ia :watsr quality as a result
of the 1591 stadV, aad onr aoaitoring did not soar a change in air quality. Ho
fires oecuxsed as a result erf th»t work, watlaade ware soc included la the 1»»1
ecudy. ' . .
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One knon historic arcfaaological alee was impacted by the diffgrisg la the 1591
reaeibil i ity. acudy. rreaeseat aC the artifacts fauad la taia process Aid not
provide the level of protection that ve would like to eee la this upcoming pb&ae
of rw<3:i.arion. To assure better proeectics, we augseat tha xollowias
eteps be taken;

i . Use rarest Service will parfoxa or oversee a visual survey of the .iapaee
foea co locate aitai , do aa iait ial asseBSEaat, «ap locations, and. write «
frspart vieb zwoeaBesdatioae. (Thia will oot llkaly lscluda pzehiatorie aitaa.)
i

i
3, Khan fcbaj ordoanoe reaiovsl vork begiaa, i f a. raccecjenda.tica oarnot be
lo l lond , CCSjor thalr eaatractors will cotlry the FS arehaeologist to work out

CQBpreailfa.: rtds say iavolTB Her or another axdiaologiac beinff present fer
and to racord iafosaatioa.

3. If prehistoric artifacts ars found by the crdnaoeo resoval workers, they will
ianediacelr notify che TS arehaeoloslst and prov&de for aa areaeologiac to
assess the site.

S aise M I aa iapect to scoc Vildexsaa* users duriag the 1591 feasibil ity study,
bit i t was cot acmethias that disturbed people to the poiat that they eosplaiaad
ciout i t . tte discurbeaces ware brief, lisrfted to air bora blasts aad tha
souads of r-he deeooatioxM theaaelvea. These oecmxefl aid-week aad only oa a fev
diys. Adequate notices wore posted so thas sosc visitors taav that they oay be
occurriag mad understood why. Most of the Individual a we talked to aaid that
thoy bsllered that the extra safety resulting fro* having the bombs exploded vas
wirtft the aoise.

to the 13S1 etudyy we did aot realise tfta exteat at the disturbaace! chat
occur due to digging, and did aot require a surrsy fer Cheat Mountain

•ader. Tbouoa small areas of their habitst were disturbed <*"*-•*"j the
there ware ao large or ecntiTaim»s: areas at disturbance that

would significantly rastxiec the salaoaader sovsaeflts. Becxusa moat of the
orpoaoo* n a axmtd to the dry, rocky sites before being ajo>loded. f •» of
e3mloŝ cT1S rajld ham lsoaoeed tba salaundera.

Duriag
asj esp

g toa proposed ordoaaoe rsaoval pzojaet, the Forest Service isAeods to haws
asj esploye* aWilabla oa-the-ground to serve as a liaiaoa a s / to provide
aaaietaaca to the ooocxmccors i s assuring protection oS the resourcss. TZtis
paiBca will aat jba able to be with al l tha workers at a l l tiaas, but wil l b»
able co eaordiaasa with a l l of tha verk grasps on a iregular baaia, (probably
daily;. Ibis peraoa will not be aa expert ia a l l ehe various resource f ie lds,
but will probably be either a forestry teebeieiaa or a toresear viCh baekgroood
ia {l3Ka aaaageaaac iaeludifls Wildamesa mBnasecaaat

do not anticipate requiring additional apBclalists (a
l , etc.) to be preseat ia the field throughout'the project
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thar» ±u a a*«s f o r th«a Indicated by the » . Oier« aay be * seed f o r chant co
bft praaent *c var ious t iaaa be»ed 1900 tb« xaaouxew that axs diaesv*x«d. s i n e *
our ^ p e c i a l i k t a w i l l £ • Bcj*g«d i n ocher work sad s e t «r»ail«W.» t o r»apood
pa*odi*t« ly «h«s needed, «e h»*e reeonwendad that c t e 001 edta ia th» ««rviea« of
atfasr *rcb«alpglacj «ad bielogivts to b« en call for tftair t*«a.

ift you Have any Curcbar qtxesdcoa, plaaos oentaec Oiatrlet Haugwr Kuey

aincasuly.

Jfal «U3B
j



On June 7. 1995 T hiked along tha Red Creek corridor In an attempt: to observe
the natural re,v«getaticn of sites Where IJXO has been found and dug out of chft
ground in nhe 1991 feasibility study conducted by a contractor for the OS Aray
Corp of Engineers. I was also looking for sites where one or more of the
ordnance had been detonated. I did a visual survey of tile area identified as
•fliea' V- in the feasibility scudy rwporc prepared by netcalf * «ddy, inc. in
1992. The report stated that CDco was found i in thi* area which is the
fleodplaijl Of Red Creek bordered oa both sides by steep Slopes. I saw no
obvious signs of nxo removal from che ground or decollation of COCO. The
imrtprkrnry M itrraM wri rhnrtrvimdTTm nrvi rn» orpunfl iff somewhat rocky. Th«
forest, in rALiwit' upcn lu LLiia mea. PciLioiia of a tuni of Che csntury railroad
grade are vlsiljls where xxooa waters nave noc aescroyea it.

T located a sjite along che Red Creek corridor where on* morcar round v u
located by visitors in August, 1994 aad Chen detonated by OS Army personnel in
Sepcdnber, 1934. I was present at the detonation. The ordnance was partially
buried therefore the A m y personnel decided not to more it co another location
co detonate and also decided to blow ic into the ground rather than upward.
This area was located in the floodplain vbere only very high water channels
dissect the plain. The ground »»s covered with a thin layer of soil with rocJcs
protruding throughout:. The ordnance was buried in rode aad ooil.

After1 che explosion a sulphur scented smoke hung la the air for several
minutes. The loud scund of the explosion only lasted a second or two. Z did
not observe any impact to the watar Quality of Red Creek which was
approximately i.po feet away. My only observation of wildlife at the time was a
pause'in che bijrd songs which resumed several minutes after the detonation. A
Bole anproxinftr.ftly in* dmm hy *\fr inner >y -Afr wiHc »o« lafe bj» th«
detonation. He filled this with che root rragseiots (approx the size of two
softballa) that bad been broken by the explosion. ; Some tree roots (Apprcat <i"
in diameter} were exposed and they extended out over the crater.

I observed this 9&me site on June 7. 1995 and xourid the hole to be tilled with
leaf litter so that the depth was no greater than: one foot at any point. The
crater was still Sft long by 4ft wide. The eiposed roots were no longer
functional buL Lite two birch trees (approx. «' in diameter) had green leaves
and appeared to be healthy. I saw no signs of erosion inraiediately surrounding
the crater. Because of the rocky and uneven ground in this area the hole left
by the detonation that occurred nine months ago is relatively unaoticeable by
the average visitor. The euxn-of-che-century logging and frequent flooding of
Red Creek have left depressions and gullies throughout the Red Creek, corridor.
I am defining the Red Creek corridor as the land chat l£ys between the
steep-sided walls of Che mountains on both sides of the creek.

X nave al«o nt*Si»rv«»<1 nrr1nanr»* riacorULtion an th» gsxaoy plaina at e He''Belly
scenic Area located north and ease a£ the Deily 'Suis Wilderness. The holes
lefc by these explosions were not as deep or long as the one previously
di.seudsed. The. ordnance was placed on rocks whicn were fragmented by che
explosion.. i do not feel that che 0X0 detonations Z have wirnessed have had

impacts on tn« resources of the Wilderness or Scenic Ares.

•Till SfhoemaJter
Porestlry Technlciaa
6/7/95!
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