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Deaxr ¥ancy:

I am writing in responss to the Questions you asked about ths Dolly Sods
Wilderness Ordnance Removel Proiect in yoor Sums 1 lgtter.

We Aid not coaduct A formel analysis of the izpacts fron ths work performed in
tha 1931 Peasibility Study. Thara were mincr impacts axd distuchances to the
vegetation and soils odgerved iz 1391, and we: gTe in the procesn of
Photographing saa of tbhoss disturbancs areas this week. Monica Gallion pnd
Jill Shoscmker., twe of our forestry techaiciang whd have worked in tha Dolly
Sods ares, abssrved several moTtars being explodsd i ths 1851 study and since.
They xeported that, fox the most part, mmenlm‘rutarcmml
witk little vegetation before it was axplcdsd and that the snvircomental dazage
occurzing was ‘hegligibla' - im scms cases hardly noticeable. Iz at least one
ingtancs whaa the partially exposed ordrance was datcnatsd in piace, {with
cxploaives md,em:hingplmﬁaupot it), tia zesulding 1 - 1 1/3
foot-dmep hole was £illsd wirh rocks and solil, and plant littsr vas pliced oo
top of it go thar it was lesm noticesble.

In saxy of the arpas whare the digging of mstal will take place, the soil
prorils was disturbed mnd/cr overturned by explosicRa of ordoance Auring the
tzaining exercises gifsy yoarns ago. Additicngl Gisturbance by adigging to
1dm$£yndmmmmd&jmlomddnzinsl:hhmticnunmm
eignificanr, if steps exe taken to pravent eroaion end protsct asstietic
v;i.m m-mmmimmmmxmdmmhm,
wilderness.

nds.d:w:obo-mnrbccyrmsotdmguiannzmutyuanul:
of the 19331 study, and ouxr monitowing did not nhara::hugainmmiity ®o
£fires occurwed as a result of that wozk. mﬂmds-mno:mdinthoinl
study. .
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Ons knowa historic archaglogical aite wap impacted by the digging in tha 199
faagihiliicy study. Trwatment of the Artifacts found in tiis process &id nor
povide the lavel of protection that ve would like To gee ip this wooming phase
of xewadiation, 7o assurs better protecticn, we suggest the fZollowing

steps be taken:

1

1. The Porest Service will parfowm or cversee a vigunl survey of the .ispacs
#xoa To locmfe sites, o sn izmitial asgesscant, xmap locaticms, and writs &
feport with recommeudaticns. (This will not likaly imcluds prehistoric sites.)

3, m&qmmlmkmm, if a recammendaticn cannot be
folloved, COR:or thair eeatractors will potify the PS archaeclogist te work out
4 compresiss.’ This ey involve her or smother archeologist being present for
gging and to record information.

. If prehigtexric ertifacrs ares found by the grtnence remowal worksra, they will
im.d:‘.n:eir actify the ¥3 srchacologist and provids for ao archsclogist €2
apau- the =ite. .

se waa an ispact to soma Vilderness users guring tha 1531 faasidilicy study,

it was not something thet disturbed people to ths point that thay complained

it. The disturbances vere brief, limited to air hoxn blastz and the
sbunds of the detousticos themselves. Thass occurzred mid-week and caly ca & fev
kye. XMacuste Botices wers postad Bo thar post visitors knaw thar they 2ay be
oécarring snd wnderstood why, Most of thka irsSividusle we talked to sadd that
tioy Delirved that the oxtra safety rssultigg f£ros having the bembds explodad was

-T:thmaaiu.
k;iex to the 1931 study, we did not realize the extent of the disturdance that
would cecur due to digging, and did oot roquire a mxwvay for Cheat Mougtain
:E:nndar. Though seall axeas ©f theiy hRabhitat were distiwrhed turing the
guies ocperstione, thers wore a5 largs or centinucus. assad of distuchanmcs that
wanld siguificantiy rastricr the salamander movemants, Recsups mogt of the
wan aocved to the dry, rocky sitss before being exploded. fow of ths
-:?J.oﬂa:.-mubm impacred tha galamanders.

tha proposed ordnsuoe Tmeovel projsect, the Forgst Sexvice inzands to have
an; employse awvailable ou-the-ground to Gerve a8 a lisiscn sof to provide
zagistancs to ths CORETMCTOrs in assuring protecticn of the rtesowrves., This
pelica will not be able to be with all the woskszs at all times, but wyill be
adble to coordinute with all of ths work groups cu & .reguls? bmsis, (prolmbly
daily). Thisz parsen will not be am axpert in all the various Tesource f£ields,
5 will prabably be either a forastry techeicisn or a :mar with background
in 13::4 ua:gm including Wildaxness maragecant.

wa‘ do not anticipate requiring addiiional opecialists (archeslogisea,
binlogists, atc,) £o he propent in the fisld tharoughout 'the project, ualesa
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muamzuminm«teahymu. There miy be ¢ need fZor them to

pTasent at various times based uUpcn the reaources that sre discovered. Since

apecizlists will de umgaged in other work end not evailgble to respend -
tuyﬁm

needed, we have reconmended that the COR obtain the sesvices of
¢thex azcbeologists and biologists to de c call for their tean,

1z you have any further questicns, plesss oomtact District Rangsr Nancy Peakes
Jimnly. '
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On June 7. 1555 I hixad along the Red Creek corridor iln an attempr to observe
the natural revegetation of sites where UXO has been found and dug out of the
grecuntd in the 1981 feasibility scudy concucted hy a contraccor for the US Army
Corp of Engipears. I was algo looking for sites where one or more of tha
ordanance hud been detonated. T 4id4 a2 visual survey of the area identified as
~area’ Y- in che Peasibility scudy reporc prepared by meccal? &« sddy, ine. in
1992. The report stated that UX0 was found ! in this area which is the
fleodblain of Red Creek bordered oa both sides by steep glopes. I gaw no
obvicus signs of UX0O removal from the ground or detonation of x0. The
mmAerhtory 1% grass ard vhrdndendron and the ground ig somewhat rocky. Tha
focest id rause; upca iu Lhis weea. Buztions f a turn of the century railroad
grade are visll;l- wnere riocq waters nhave not aestroyea iAt,

T Yodated a Bjite along the Red Creek corridor whers Gne mOrtar round was
locatdd by visitors in August, 1994 and then datonated by US Asmy personnel in
Septekber, 1994. I was present at the detonation: The ordnance was partislly
buried therefore the Army personnel decided not to move it to another locaction
to detonate and also decided to hlow it intc the ground rather thaa upward.
This area was Jlocated in the fioodplain where omly very high water channels
digsect the plain. The ground was covered with a thin layer of sofl with Tocks
protrading throughout. The ordnonce woas buried ia rosk asd secil.

After’ che explosion a sulpbur scented smoke hung in the air for sewveral
minutés. The leud scund of the explosion only lssted a second or two. I did
not aebserve any impsct to the water quality of Red Creek which wvas
appz‘otimately 100 feet away. My only cbservaticn of wildlife at the time was a
pause’ in the bird songs which resumed several minutes after the detonation. A
nole approximaraly 1R daan hy Rfr lnng Py 4 wide woe lefe: e thas
detonation, HWe filled this with the rocx fragments (approx the gize of twn
softballs) that had been broken by the explosion. : Some tree IOOLS (Apprcx <1t
ia diameter} were exposed and they extended out over the cracer.

I abserved this same site on June 7, 1585 and fourld the hole to be filled with
leaf lirter Sc that the depth was no greater than: one foot at any point. The
crater was still Sfr long by 4ft wide. Thbe exposed roots were no longer
funceional bub Lle Lwo birch trees (approx. 4- in diameter) had green leaves
and appeared to be healthy. I saw no signs of erosion immediately surrounding
the ctater. Because of the rocky and ureven ground in this area the hole left
by the detonation that occurred nine wonths ago im relatively unncticzable by
the average nsitoz The tuzn-of-the-century logging and frequent flooding of
Red Creek have left depressicns and gullies throughout the Red Creek corridor.
I am Qefining the Red Creek corridor as the land that 1';75 between the
s:eep-sideﬂ valls of the moumtains on both sides of the Creek.

I nave alnrn ohserved ardnanra detonation an the gxXxooy plaina af ehe’Delly Scds
scenic Area locared porth and east of the Delly Sods Wildesrness. The holes
left by these explosicns were not as deep or long am the one previocusly
discusgsed. The, ordnance wrs placed on rocks whicn were !tagnemed by the
explogion. I do not feel that the UXO detonations I have witnessed have had
significant impatts an the reacurces of the Wilderness or Scenic Ares.

3ill Shoemaker
Porestry Technician
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