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Nancy Vyas & Wally Dean - hars’'s some addirional input thal we
reccived today.  rart of il ig outside of your project and we will
need ro address, but part of i is for you! -

Provicus comments:
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Nancy Feakes
RDistricr Rangeco
PoLowmac Rangar Disrrice
March 2%, Ly
atersbhurg, WY

Dear Nancy,

L am gorzy I wdas unable ro atlend Llhe meeting in Rlkins on March 24th,
1997. Enalaacd arce ay comments on the Dolly Sods Nor:h Urdnance Remeval
Projocet. L[ you are not the lead agency on the upcoming FA, please tarward
thewm na the rosponaible olflcial.

For thz record:

1) U am strongly cpposed to any use ot morovized gccese tou the areca., |
understand that the Poresr Service currently had no guidelines by which Lo
assass the quatirics for porential wilderness in che upcoming Foarest Flan
roevigion, and am opposed to use o vehicles for rhis {ond oLher) reasons.
In the abdence or any ~riveria, T chipnk zhat pre-existing sanctioned
admiai2trat ive woturized vehicle use could he used along witl: other
subjoclive criteria in an attempr ta disqualify the Dolly Sads North unit
for wildernsus recommendarion. DPast performance by the Porest Service is
adequara avidenco foe Lhig conltection. I also recommend Lhal yeu begin
thinking about criteria and quantitiable characteristics fur petennial
wildernesy recommendation so nhar thase issued are wade were ciear to Lhe
dgqeneral public.

2) T recommend thal Lhe Forest and Army Corps scriously consider rho ne
action alternarive, and am onncerned Lhat the Arwy Corps and Foresgl Service
¥y use unreasonablce and biased ratiovnal to selecr a removal alternacive,
recommend Lhat the envircnmenral analysig use objective risk aggsesguent

proceaursas Ko avaluare the polenliul of future auman hazarsd [rom UXO'a,

For instance, Lo Lhe very most simplistic scecnario, iL weuld be easy (o
caleuwlule a *prebabilicy of risk* ro rhe average Dully Scas Norrh visitor
Afsuming you have accurate usa Lovels for Lhe ureals). he basic statistic
would be Lhe number of injurcd individuals expressed ralative Lo the number
oL visinor adays since Lhe ordnance wers axrantg, it iy prebably around
V:several million or se, for a (conservative) probabiliry of approximarcly
0.060201. (This assume3 Lhal the risk o explasion is fixed und daesn’t
change over Lime, which may or kay nor be 2 valid agsumption-rne Army Curps
UXOQ specialiscs would knaw) . | cecommend chat you develop meaningful
risk-anuessment procodures [or uge ayg a basis of the envisunnental
asacaament, cather than simply assuming the risk is ygreat and rhat Lhe riuk
somehow {in some net yet dooumentod raticnal) justities rhe actions. It
disayree with the currenr rarional, as il appears ar hes’t to be buased on's
one injury thar should ncver have vecurred in nhe first plave 4

3l gafore provesding with the removal, I recommend Lhal you gacher
cquantitarive nlormalion gn exiscting "rounc® rolated erosion and watoer
gqualicy in tae arca. Having speat hundrecs of hours in Lthe Dolly Sods
North hiking and examining rhe variouy routes (both in rhe =arly 19305 and
ginee the recent ftlooding!, | think thac the routes can he rehobilicaced
wilhoul uring motorized oquipment, and that motorizea aquipmenl would cnly
Cauze greautelr damaqge . Renak wonld be labogr intensive, bhur within gfeuson
ageuming the zachnical artliny exists and the project would have the
pport or che Tarest Scrviag,  This would perhaps hest be acccmplished
“Vanned, uralyzed, ana implomenrod) within the connext of o specific EA
« . im1IDT BesT walt until the Farest pPlan revisicn. In the meancime, !
reCsmmend rhnt voa develop descriprlive woater quality and orozion aara o
uze 48 a basis wl oany pessible objeczive analysis procedures.
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Just got off the phone from an interview with Jeff Young of W Va
Public Radio in Morgantown. {He’s Bureau Chief for the north central
part of the state, usually Clarksburg to Morgantown, but also covers
parts of the Monongahela NF - 304-293-8780).

He was aware that we & the COE had a public meeting in Elkins last
night on the Dolly Sods North UXO, and wanted background info and
to ask some questions about the proposed UXO removal in Dolly Scds
Wilderness and DSN. He specifically asked about the implications of
using the roads in DSN on the possible future designation of the area
as wilderness. I told him that we do not believe that this will
affect that eligibility, but because the criteria have not been
finalized, we cannot be totally certain. Based on the DRAFT
criteria for roadless area designation, this use would NOT affect any
designation. HBe asked about the current mgmt Rx, & I told him that
while we are managing it to maintain flexibility and not preclude a
given prescription, we have not determined which Rx it will receive
and probably won’t until the next Forest Plan. When? 2001.
Timeline for interim steps in planning? Don’t have a good handle on
that - call Steve Chandler in SO in Elkins...Need for removal
action/public risk? COE performing risk assessment; risk to a hiker low,
but chance of explosion if ordnance is hit by a tent spike, during digging, or
if a hot fire is built on one, etc. Related Wally Dean accident. He will
call Wally for further info.
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Comments ;
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(;Eéf'ﬁégiy De.rn_and Rick Mendows >
Pleas: call ue romcalately 30 we ~an discuss - I°ve been unable Lo
resclt yrm in the pasr week, incliuding Lhis morning. ‘rhanks.
304-287-4435% Nancy

Previcus omienls:

From: JOSKPE A. ROBLES:RO9T21A

Narcs Mar 24,37 12:05 M

Misiniormativn over the Lelophore lines., Sc you know wharn no

expect on Menday oighn?  Would love to make i on Monday, bur have a
previons engagemnsnt (rthils iz Lthe firsc I've heard or the public

mest ing quess Zve bren out of the leop for a while....). Jue

revious commonns:
From: Grezqgory A, Gooa:X10U
Jato: Mar 21,3V ;36 PM
From: & US/AD¥D=AI"TMAIL/DRE=ATTMATL/PN Gregury GA Good/
b i D=innsrnet (L) wvu, adu{b) ggood/
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ALERT!!

bliec Mseling Lo Disauss Srdinance (bombk) Removal 1 Delly Sods Norzh
aonday, Oulober 24

7:00 p

Jounty Courrtnouse Annex Meeting Room

Fikinz

Tt looks liko the Foresr Service will allow/encourage the Aomy Corp or
rnginecrs Lo use 4x4 wehicles to du nhe ordinancee rewoval in Lhe Dolly Seas
this coming summer. The plan 18 to use the "existing roda syslem" which
appears Lo incluce the Blackbird Knob 1Trail Zor motorized access.  This
aprears ro be an atrempt to establish wmetorized roaded use of the area,
theceby disqualifying in Zor congideration as wilderness or 6.2, Certing
these vehicles in will require road comustruction and vegetation removad,
including on Blackbivd Kuob Trail.

The Forest Scrvioe aw atse not planning on ccing an Bavironmeavai Iwpact
Stavement, Slaiming thuat tae oa¢ developed Fear the rhe wildorness area
ordinunce removal suttices. This logic is {lawed, since by using motorized
vehicles and improving roaas they are ncrn procticing rhe same”low impact®
removal procedured as employed in the wilderncss arca.

Please artend rnis meoting and lor Nancy Feukes, the Uistrict Ranger, know
thar thia is (orally onacoceprnable. Roadless wrcas in the Monongahelu River
watershed san be counted on one hand, and one doesn’t neca to use avery
Lingeyr. Hignher levels of dovelopment may well ce agprapriate in ity parks,
hut surely non atop the Alleghenies.
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