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Nancy
Distr i r r
?Otoiti«c RaiKj.-r Dinr.ricr.

March 2'j, issiiv
iuersburq, MV

Dear N.mry,

1 uni sorry I war. unable ro attend the meeting in El kins o:: March 24th,
l'J'J7. Encli.-sar.cl ore my comments on r.hff Dolly Sods North "rdr.ancc Removal
Project. If you are nor. rh« load agency on Lhe upcoming KA, please forward
them r.o nhft responsible official.

Kor LIIS record:

1) i <jir> stroucjly opposed to any use or mor.orizcd access to the area, i
understand that the Forenr. Service currently has no ijuideiinesn hy which to
ati:;a:;r. r.he qual ir ics for potential wilderness in this upcoming forest. Flan
revision, and am opposed to use or vehicles for rh:s (and GLher) reasons.
In the dbiiftnrA or any r r i rn r ia , T chink chat pre-existinq nancr:oned
udmi ni si. raL ive mouurized vehicle uoe could bet used olong with other
SubjOCLiv« ciiLeriii in an atr.smpr. to disquaHfy Lhe Dolly Hods Norch unit
for wildernsi!!! rftcommrcndarion. f'aac performance by th« Fnvcst Service is
adequann o.virinnrc for Lhi3 contention. I also rncRrniRfinc! Lh«iL you beqin
think ing abouL criLeria and quantitiabl« character!sties lor potenr.iaJ
wilderness rec.-otranend.anion r,a r.har. r.hrsc issuoa are inade mere clear ro (.he
f jenei'a 1 piin l i e .

2) T recommend Ihai Lhe Forest and Army Corps seriously consider r.hr. no
action al ternat ive, and am conrornsd LhaL Lhe Arncy Corps and Forest Service
• y us;e unrftnaonablc and biased rational to ntilr.r.r. a removal a l ternat ive .

recommend '-iiat the environmnnnaJ analysis use objective riflJe assessment
proceciurftr, r.n <-!v.̂  lu.-jiro lhe potential of future human hazard from 0X0'n.
For instance, in the very most simplistic scenario, j.t would be «asy to
calculate u 'probabil i ty of risk." r.o r.hc average Dolly Seas North vis i tor
.iBSumiriy you have accuracs use levels for the urea(s). Tfcn basic fltatiutic
would be Lhe nurnljer ot injured individuals expressed rnlocive LO the numCCr;
OE viaitc-;!- aayn r;1ncc the ordnunce were «xr.anc. it ia probai>ly around
l ;several million or no, tor a (conservative) probabiiiry of approximately
0.000001. (Thin assumc3 that the risk oi explosion is fixed und danan'z
changr over time, which may or inay nor be a valid assumption-the Army Corps
UXO soecialiiir-s; would Itnow) , | fecoaimend cliat you dove I op meaningful
riuJc-aKiir-nnmrnr. procedures lor use aa a basis of chc environmental
assessment, cut-hei than simply assuming the risk is yreat and r.n.Tt. tlie riak
somehow (in some nor. yen documented rational) jus t i l i e s rnc actions. I *
disayree with trie /rurrenr. rational, as i t appeaia ar. host to be based on*
uzie* injury than should never have occurred in r.hft f i r s t

.1) before: procfedinu with the removal, I i-Rcrimmend Ihot. you cjather
q u a n t i t a t i v e infui rniii. iun on ex i s t ing "rour.K" rniiiLed erosion and w.ii.i'-f
yuu l i ty in t.ie a rea . H.-jving «petit hundrecs or hours in the Dolly Sorts
MOf.h hikin:j and examining r.he v.-jcioua routes (both in r.hr: *..irly 1030' r, and
Since -he recenr. ti(.>.-jding! . I think LILUE the routsn can he: reh jb i l i caced
•*ilf:'jut ufincj motorized equipment, and chat motorized equ*ipmc>t would only
t':-:iv-iv yfeucer Uamciqe. Reii.ae would be labor in tens ive , bur. within reuson
..i9S'.niu::<j the zm:tmi.rni . ih i l i ry ex i s t s and the pro jeer, wnulij have the
support '.'i the Porer.r. Service:. 'I'liia would perhaps best b* uccmnplinhod
• •• i.jiviwi-3, -/icdysed, and i.T.pj.cmr:nr.r:rJ! within the ccnr.Kxr. of a Spec i i i c EA,

. inignr hrsc w-."iit u n t i l the Foresc i'lufi revia icn . Tn i.he T.eantime, i
rectjtr.rner.i.1 r'.ir.i yo.i ri^velop der.rripn.vw "-jeer qua l i ty and i?ict:iun dara CO
use at* a bas i* cji t<riy poss ihly object ive .ino lys i s procedures.
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Sinrorely,

Mo rga.nr.own, IJV

Rick,

Wenc Virginiu University
Di vis inn -/t Ftirwatiy
P.O. Box 6l^«j - •t'erc'ival Hall
Morganrcawm. VP/ 2t506-61^ lj
304 ^S3 "S-n r.xr.. 2443
3C4-2'J3-i41l iiuc
hr.r.p : //wvrivm. wvziet. edu/ --rlunden/ f i ck_1 . hcn»
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Content-Type: text

Content-Length: 00000000017

Extended message

Content-Type: text
Content-Length: 00000001521
Just got off the phone from an interview with Jeff Young of W Va
Public Radio in Morgantown. (He's Bureau Chief for the north central
part of the state, usually Clarksburg to Morgantown, but also covers
parts of the Monongahela NF - 304-293-8780).

He was aware that we & the COE had a public meeting in Elkins last
night on the Dolly Sods North UXO, and wanted background info and
to ask some questions about the proposed UXO removal in Dolly Sods
Wilderness and DSN. He specifically asked about the implications of
using the roads in DSN on the possible future designation of the area
as wilderness. I told him that we do not believe that this will
affect that eligibility, but because the criteria have not been
finalized, we cannot be totally certain. Based on the DRAFT
criteria for roadless area designation, this use would NOT affect any
designation. He asked about the current mgmt Rx, & I told him that
while we are managing it to maintain flexibility and not preclude a
given prescription, we have not determined which Rx it will receive
and probably won't until the next Forest Plan. When? 2001.
Timeline for interim steps in planning? Don't have a good handle on
that - call Steve Chandler in SO in Elkins...Need for removal
action/public risk? COE performing risk assessment; risk to a hiker low,
but chance of explosion if ordnance is hit by a tent spike, during digging, or
if a hot fire is built on one, etc. Related Wally Dean accident. He will
call Wally for further info.
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osc- c a l l :i.e niimc.iiately sn we •.•an d i s r u s s - I ' v e hr.r.n. unable t o
h i h k i l d i f i i T l Kreauh you iri the popr week, i nrrludiiiH Lfiis momiiKj.

Prev i cun comnciii .s:
From: .JO.SKPK A. ROBLKS :R0SiF21A
ll.-iT.fii Mar \V,>.,hi 1 2 : 0 9 TM
Mi3 i nfisrnati^ii cvr-r r.he Lelopiior.e l i n e s . Sc you know whar. r.o
exyeci on Mcriday iiighn? Wyuld love t ' j make ir. on Monday, but", have a
p rev ious ^nqac^euient; ir.hi:; i s Lhc f i r s u I ' v e heard o t t he pub l i c
meeting gueni; I ' v e bnnn out of L!"i<": icop fu r o w h i l n . . . . ) . Joe

.-evious
Krnm: G r e q u r y A. C o o n I X I
:i<iir.: Mar 2 i . iiV ;•> ;.ifi PM
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ALERT!!

b l i e Meyi.in.1 !-̂ > Oi3C:ins: Orriinanrft (bon*) Removal in D'jily Sads; Norr.h

7 : 0 0 p;ti
flour n y Cuu:T.nout:r: Ann&* Meeting Koora

Tr. ly.-.kr. l.ik-L-: the Foreijr .Service w i l l aiJow/eiicoursqe trie Army Corp or
Kngineern Lo line -1x4 v e h i c l e s t o d'j r.fie ordinance reu".v.iv.il in the-. Dolly Soas
thirs cum ing summer. The p lan i s t o usn the "ftxiscinq ror.rt nysL^m" which
appeCirr, LO incrluor- r.he Rla ' jkbird xnnb T r a i l :o r motorized accoasi. Thin
appears r..-; be an a t Tempi r.cj esc.nblish moLorizeU maded use of rhe di-eo,
thereby d i s q u a l i f y i n g \ r. for cons i d e r a t i o n as wi lderneas or <j . j . Cftr.tisi9

v e h i c l e s ir: w i l l r e q u i r e road conjjtracr.ioii and v e g e t a t i o n rmnc;vai,
iy on BiorJcbii.-i Knob Tr«j 1 .

The Kr:resL fic-rvic^ at; -JIBO noc p lann ing on noincj an Envirnnuienuu 1 Impact
.Sr.aLCmrrr:-, .::! aimi iig r.hui r.ne onr: developed for the r.he wilrtcrnesa uri»a
orciirumre remnval 511 f t i c e s . Tli i s l o g i c ia flawed, s ince by '.is ing motorized

:s and irr.prcvinq roorir, -hey a r e ncr. p r a c t i c i n g rhe aamc'iow j.jnpflci:n

proor:rii:reM ^n employed ir. th*> wi lderness

rir.r.end I'hiu mooring and lor. Nancy FsukCfi, the D i s t r i c t RaiKjer, know
th.ir. r h i s iu ucr.aiiy unac-'jepr.able. Road1r:nc ureas ii: (..hs Monongaheiu River
watershed can be rounLec on one hand, and one doesn't: nccn to use every
f i n g e r . Hiqher Level;; c;f dcvelopmRnt may well be a p p r o p r i a t e in c i t y p a r k s ,
but s u r e l y ncr. uinp the Alleohr.niea.
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